Application for 2017-2018
Rooms for Engaged and Active Learning
(REAL Room)

Michigan State University is committed to enhancing the student experience by continually improving the quality of academic programs and the value of an MSU degree for undergraduate and graduate students. This includes encouraging active and engaged learning and improving classrooms and other academic spaces to facilitate learning-centered pedagogy.

[bookmark: _GoBack]MSU’s University Instructional Space Planning Committee has spearheaded an effort to adopt innovative classroom designs to facilitate engaged and active learning. To distinguish the unique design considerations and capabilities, we are calling these Rooms for Engaged and Active Learning (REAL).  REAL classroom spaces are specifically designed to enable lively interaction, enhanced learning, and increased faculty and student engagement. More information for REAL classrooms is available at http://tech.msu.edu/teaching/real/.

Additional REAL classrooms are planned for 2017 academic year and some space occasionally becomes available in existing REAL classrooms. To gain access to the REAL classroom space for a summer 2017, fall 2017, or spring 2018 course, we are asking instructors to apply to participate in the REAL Academy for Faculty. We welcome applications from MSU tenured, tenure-track, and fixed-term faculty members. The final deadline for REAL space applicants is Monday, November 14, 2016. Applications received after this deadline may be considered if space is available.

To enable a successful REAL room experience for students and faculty, MSU IT Services along with the Academic Advancement Network (AAN) offer this faculty development program. The REAL Academy for Faculty provides training for faculty as they implement active learning strategies in their courses. Successful completion of the REAL Academy requires successful completion of pre-work and attendance in all sessions in order to gain access to these new learning spaces. One makeup session will be available after each academy to accommodate scheduling conflicts and ensure successful completion of the REAL Academy program. Some REAL Academy sessions will be held in REAL spaces to model active learning facilitation methods, enable situated learning, and provide acclimation to the space in which they’ll be teaching.

Expectations
In addition to attending the REAL Academy, Faculty Fellows will:
· Create course materials that enable students to actively engage and learn in the REAL classroom space;
· Design the active learning components to comprise a minimum of four weeks of the semester;
· Participate in faculty learning community meetings, which may entail brief reading assignments suggested by the staff or participants;
· Respond to assessment inquiries posed by IT Services or AAN;
· Prepare an outline of how they have incorporated new approaches to teaching into their course (e.g., changing course objectives, course content, assignments, learning assessments), and reflect on the challenges and successes of their efforts based on their experiences teaching in the REAL classroom; and
· Mentor faculty who will be using these rooms in a subsequent semester.

Scheduling priority will be provided to REAL Academy Fellows that desire to continue using these rooms in future semesters, provided they continue to utilize active-learning strategies that leverage REAL capabilities. The utilization will be periodically evaluated during all the terms the room is used. Support from IT Services will be proactive during the first term Fellows teach in REAL spaces.  

If you have any questions, please contact either Severin Grabski (grabski@msu.edu), Brendan Guenther (brendan@msu.edu) or Ryan Yang (yangje@msu.edu). 

Please complete the application on the next page, which must be signed by you and your Department Chairperson, and return it to:
Ryan Yang
Wills House
287 Delta Court
East Lansing, MI 48824























Michigan State University
REAL Academy for Faculty Application

Transforming Learning through Increased Student Interaction and Engagement

Please print, complete, and submit this application by November 14, 2016, for consideration. The REAL Academy will not begin until all faculty have been selected.

1. Name (First & Last) _______________________________________________________________

2. College _______________________________________________________

3. Department ____________________________________________________

4. Phone Number(s) ________________________________________________________________

5. Email Address ________________________________________________________________

6. Campus Mailing Address _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

7. Course(s) number: __________________________________

8. How many sections do you plan to offer in the REAL room? __________

9. Title and 2-3 sentence description of the course you intend to create or recreate during the REAL Academy.

10. Is this course for undergraduates ____    graduates ____    both ____ 
10a. This course will be taught in Summer 2017.  	Yes _____  No _____
10b. This course will be taught in Fall 2017.      	Yes _____  No _____
10c. This course will be taught in Spring 2018.  	Yes _____  No _____

11. This course has an enrollment of:   
Less than 30 ____      30-40 ____      40-50 ____      50-60 ____      60-72 ____

Note: The room capacity is 72 students in the Union, 60 in McDonel Hall, and 36 in the other REAL rooms.  
12. How do you anticipate participation in the REAL Academy will enhance your teaching?



13. Please provide a brief description about how you will use the technology in the REAL classroom in your teaching.



14. How do you expect courses (including your course) taught in the REAL space will affect students’ academic success?


15. Are you interested in conducting or participating in research surrounding the REAL rooms?



Additional comments:




By signing here, and obtaining the signature of your Department Chairperson, you indicate that if selected to join the REAL Academy, you will commit to participate in the workshop, to respond to assessment inquiries, and to reconvene one day in the Fall 2016 (or Spring 2017) Semester to ensure that draft projects become completed projects.


Applicant’s Name (printed)                                        Department Chairperson Name (printed)


_______________________________                    _________________________________

Applicant’s Signature / Date 		                       Department Chairperson Signature / Date


_______________________________		_________________________________

Please send the signed, completed application to:
Ryan Yang
Wills House
287 Delta Court
East Lansing, MI 48824
